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Mission
Statement

Promoting
Opportunities for
Children

The mission of the
Foundation for Potts-
town Education is to

support, promote,
sponsor and carry out
educational, scientific
or charitable activities

and objectives within or
related to the Pottstown
School District.

181029! No, this is not a
new zip code for the Potts-
town area. This number
($181,029) represents the
total amount donated to the
Pottstown School District
during our fiscal vyear
2017/18. ltis an increase of
25% over the previous fiscal
year.

INSIDE
THIS
ISSUE:

None of this would be possi-
ble if it were not for our do-
nors. Through donations
from local and national busi-
nesses, foundations, alumni
and our local community,
we have been able to pro-
mote more opportunities to
the children and teachers
of the Pottstown School
District. Thank you to
those of you who have do-
nated during the past year.
You can see who our do-
nors are by viewing the
donation pages of our
newsletter and on our web-
site.

Year in
Review

Amazing
Raise

Scholarships
& Awards

Early College 5
Program

Amazon Smile
This year also saw the first

ever Annual Support Cam-
paign. This campaign, led
by Art Green, Howard
Brown, Tracey Brown,
Deborah Lee, Jim Bush,
David Charles and Aram
Ecker, raised more than
$30,000 to support the
work of the Foundation.
Through these volunteers’
efforts, not only were much
needed funds raised, but
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they also helped us raise the
awareness of the Foundation
and our role in providing op-
portunities for children of the
Pottstown School District.

These funds have provided
opportunities such as field
trips, new equipment and
much needed supplies, addi-
tional training for teachers,
robotic competition fees, reg-
istration fees for the Ad-
vanced Placement Testing,
scholarships as well as for
funding of programs such as
Girls Today, Leaders Tomor-
row, PEAK, and the Early
College Program.
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Steakhouse where they
learned table manners,
food preparation as well
as the geography and
foods native to Australia.

n most of these trips, the
students and teachers
raised money to help
fund the ftrips, another
educational experience.

This past year, the Founda- [

tion approved funds to pro-
vide field trips for our stu-
dents, such as the 7" Grade
Trip to | Fly where they
learned about wind tunnels,
flight training and experience
all led by STEM trained and
reviewed educators.

The Rupert 4" graders at- [

tended the Althouse Arbore-
tum where they learned team
building and leadership skills
while working on the low
ropes course. Transporta-
tion fees were approved for
the High School Arts class
trip to the Metropolitan mu-
seum in New York City.

Franklin
graders

Elementary third
visited  Outback

The
fourth and fifth cohorts of
the Early College Pro-

students in the

gram received funding
which provided up to 30
credits per student at the

Montgomery County
Community College.
Through this program

more than 25 students
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received full funding or half
tuition reimbursement for
these college courses. In a
recent survey of past gradu-
ates of this program, it was
discovered that 100% of the
graduates have entered AND
still are enrolled in college.
Based on the colleges that
our graduates have entered,
they have saved between
$26,300 and $67,755 by com-
pleting one year at the MCCC
West Campus.

For the second year in a row,
the Foundation provided

The fantastic District Musi-
cal, the Little Mermaid, pro-
vided the background for
our Annual Gala this year.
Through the funds raised at
this event, the Foundation
purchased 100 tickets to the
Saturday evening perform-
ance as well as sponsoring
the back page of the pro-

gram.

funds to help defray the cost [

of the Advanced Placement =

(AP) Tests . During the previ-
ous, year our students earned
78 credit hours saving the
students $51,718 in tuition.

The four elementary schools,
Barth, Franklin, Lincoln and
Rupert, were awarded $750
each for equipment and art
supplies.

The PEAK program was
awarded $12,650 to support
early childhood learning.

The Girls Today, Leaders To-
morrow program was funded
$34,167 to promote leader-
ship and learning skills to
young women in our School
District.

Tuesday, October 16th

This year the Foundation
provided, through our gen-
erous donors more than
$31,400 in scholarships.
More than 80 awards were
presented not only to gradu-
ating seniors but to elemen-
tary students as well. Fora
complete list of recipients,
please see pages 3 and 4 of
this newsletter.

This year, the eight recipi-
ents of the Foundation Ele-
mentary Citizenship Award
were also recognized at the
June 15™ Reading Fightin’
Phillies game as the Com-
munity Champions.

Along with PEAK, Pottstown
Works and the TriCounty
Community Network, the
Foundation was one of the
sponsors for Pottstown
Proud Night at the Reading

Fightin’ Phillies. Through
this donation, the four non-
profits were able to give
away more than 300 tickets
to our community. Through
the kind donation by CGl
Graphics, who not only do-
nated the cost of the ticket
printing but provided fund-
ing to give each ticketholder
Fightin’ Bucks for refresh-
ments at the game.

As mentioned previously,
the eight Elementary Citi-
zenship recipients were
honored at the game as well
as the Teachers of the
Year. Jason Bergey, Potts-
town Middle School 7/8"
grade Teacher of the Year
and Kelli Wolfel, Teacher of
the Year at Barth and Potts-
town School District
Teacher of the Year, threw
out the first pitch.

Thank you does not cover
the gratitude that we have
for all of our supporters in
this community. Through all
of the hard work and effort,
we can truly state that we
do provide opportunities for
the children of the Potts-
town School District. Here’s
to a successful 2018/19
School Year!

Thank You!

Gt

' AMAZING
i. . RAISE

a giving campaign for the tricounty area

Make your donation grow!

On October 16, 2018, hundreds of area residents are going to show their support for their
favorite nonprofit during the Amazing Raise. On that day, every donation and donor we get
will go further to help us claim our share thousands of dollars in matching funds. Please
contribute and help the Foundation for Pottstown Education reach its goals for the new

year!
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Alan O. Care Memorial Art Award
Alan O. Care Memorial Art Award

Katrina Kincade

Rachel Lees

Alan O. Care Memorial Art Award Ariana Torres
Alan O. Care Memorial Art Award Daniel Williams
Alan O. Care Memorial Art Award Lily Garber
Alan O. Care Memorial Art Award Carice Peart
Arms Family Business Technology Award Dale Groff

Arms Family Early Childhood Education Program Anthony Wiggins

Calvin J. Swavely Memorial Scholarship Award Jakhaya Beckham
Citizens for Fair Real Estate Taxes Award Nick Wilson

Class of 1944 Scholarship Award Justine Villamar
Dee Gondal Memorial Scholarship Award Cheyenne Everett
Detar Family Scholarship Claire Fetterman
Dr. Myra Forrest Scholarship Jakayah Beckham
Dr. Ray E. Feick Scholarship Sean Lafferty
Margarette and Earl G. Ewing Award Anthony Wiggins
Earl Strange Award Gianna Epps

Earl Strom Financial Aid Scholarship Courtney Parry

Edmund & Robert Hedgepeth Memorial Scholarships Aaron Diamond
Edmund & Robert Hedgepeth Memorial Scholarships Demetri Douglas

Elizabeth J. Wells Social Studies Scholarship Anthony Wiggins
Elizabeth J. Wells Social Studies Scholarship Abigail Richter
Eluri Science Award Courtney Parry
Eluri Science Award Nicholas Wilson
Excellence in Computer Science Pslam Sosa
Excellence in Math Abigail Richter
Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Christiana Allen

Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Mauricio Calle-Castillo

Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Megan McGinn
Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Bradley Floria
Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Leah Blackwell
Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Justin Flores-Garcia
Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Colin Plank
Foundation Elementary Citizenship Award Maddie Heidel
Frank D. Heifer Arts Award Meadow Patten

Frerichs Family Scholarship

Gail Bensinger 4K Class Award
Gail Bensinger 4K Class Award
Gail Bensinger 4K Class Award
Gail Bensinger 4K Class Award
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George Ralston Humanities Award

Anthony Wiggins
Susan Swanson
Lauren Emes
Christopher Sperat
Stacey Bauman
Gianna Kimmel




“Education is

the most

powerful

weapon
which you
can use to
change the
world.” -
Nelson
Mandela

Guy Sperat Family Award

Helen Pavitt Award

Helen Pavitt Award

Helen Pavitt Award

Helen Pavitt Award

Henry A. Arms Memorial Award

Howard Brown Athletic Scholarship

Jack L. Maloney Award (Class of 1933)
Joan A. (Herbst) Pomponio Memorial Scholarship Award
Joseph G. Rinaldi Vocational-Technical Scholarship
Joseph J. Derro Memorial Award

Kristen Egrie Memorial Award

Lacee C. Ecker Award

Leon H. Seeders Scholarship

Nancy S. Heifer School Nurse Award
Nelson Burnett Memorial Scholarship
Pottstown Alumni Wrestlers Scholarship (PAWS)
Richard J. Ricketts, Jr. Scholarship

Robert C. & Virginia B. Shultz Award

Robert C. & Virginia B. Shultz Award

Robert P. Smith Scholarship - Valedictorian
Robert P. Smith Scholarship - Salutatorian
Ruth & Lorin Leister Prizes

Ruth & Lorin Leister Prizes

Stanley Davenport Financial Aid Scholarship
Stephanie Mast Miller Memorial Award
Stuart Best Instrumental Music Award
Stuart Best Instrumental Music Award
Stuart Best Instrumental Music Award
Stuart Best Instrumental Music Award
William Engle Award Winners 1st

William Engle Award Winners 2nd

William Engle Award Winners 3rd

William Engle Award Winners 1st

William Engle Award Winners 2nd

William Engle Award Winners 3rd

William Engle Award Winners 1st

William Engle Award Winners 2nd

William Engle Award Winners 3rd

William Engle Award Winners 1st

William Engle Award Winners 2nd

William Engle Award Winners 3rd

William F. Lamb Scholarship

William Hartranft Scholarship - Valedictorian
William J. Schinstine Scholarship
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Kylif Warren
Kendyll King
lyell Beneditch
Cristian Rivera
Cianne Wells
Demitri Joanis
Ebony Riddick
Jakhaya Beckham
Abigail Richter
Sean Lafferty
Audrey Morton
Andrew Alessi
Abigail Richter
Rachel Martin
Kayla Pearson Moore
Rashelle Williams
Nathanael Parsons
Anthony Wiggins
Jacob Bosko
Rachel Lees
Abigail Richter
Nicholas Wilson
Nicholas Wilson
Zoe Wallace
Timothy Dobbs
Jaelyn Harsh
Kendyll King
Garrett Shope
Lily Garber

Colin Plank
Jacob Alessi
Kendyll King
Ava Alessi
Emely Villegas
Asher Delaporte
Natalie Shope
Carice Peart
Spencer Steed
Lily Felix
Andrew Alessi
Jayanna Hill
Madeline Heidel
Nick Wilson
Abigail Richter
Gabe Francis
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Education is
the passport to
the future,

for tomorrow
belongs to
those

who prepare
for it today.....
Maicolm X

Early College Program Graduates

2018 PHS Graduates
in the Early College

Program

Jakhaya Beckham
Ainiya Jackson-Thorpe
Peter Marcheskie
Rachel Martin
Martin Metzger
Trinity Miller
Audrey Morton
Courtney Parry
Cole Rulli
Emmanuel Toussaint
Zoe Wallace
Rashell Williams
Timothy Dobbs
Claire Fetterman
Calista Andraya Guy

The Foundation would like
to recognize those stu-
dents who for the past two
years have been enrolled
in the Early College Pro-
gram. This program en-
abled the students of
Pottstown High School to
take college classes at the
Montgomery County Com-
munity College. Students
were able to take up to 30
credits towards their un-
dergraduate degrees
while still in high school.
Most of the students have
had the tuition fully paid
by the Foundation.

The 15 students in the
class of 2018 needed to
have grades of 90% aver-
age or above to be invited
to apply for this program
in their sophomore year.

During their junior and
senior years of high
school they have
earned a combined to-
tal of 378 college cred-
its and have a com-
bined cumulative
Grade Point Average of
3.5.

It is the Foundation’s
pleasure to congratu-
late them and wish
them well in their future
studies.

Good
Luck
Graduates!

Amazon Smile Can Help the Foundation

Amazon Smile is a pro-
gram that donates
0.5% of your eligible
purchases on Amazon
to a charity of your
choice. All you need to
do is start shopping at
smile.amazon.com
The donation will be

+$20,000

Pottstown Area
Health & Wellness
Foundation

Mrs. Elizabeth Wells

Shank

Gg%l

. District.

made at no extra cost to
you and you can choose
the Foundation for Potts-
town Education.

Your donation will go a
long way in helping the stu-
dents of Pottstown School
Amazon Smile is
a great way to take advan-

$5000 to $19,999
United Way of GPSNJ

First Presbyterian Church
of Pottstown

Mary N. Porter
Foundation Fund

tage of a service you
are using anyway.

Thank you!

Summer Donor Recognition

$500 to $999
Mr. Scott Detar

The Merck Foundation

$100 to $499
Ms. Olivia Edlund

Pottstown School
Employees—Casual
Dress Day


https://amzn.to/2IRh1vw
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Foundation Board Spotlight

Vaughn Zimmerman

Vaughn Zimmerman is an ac- Having grown up in Potts-
count executive for Tompkins town, he is a Pottstown Sr.
Insurance (a top 100 U.S. com- High School alumnus and
mercial insurance agency) graduated from West Ches-
owned by Ithaca N.Y. based ter University with a degree
Tompkins Financial Corpora- in business administration.

He also serves on the board
of directors for Building A
Better Boyertown.

tion. Vaughn is based in Tomp-

kins Pottstown branch and fo-
group employee
benefits and commercial insur-

cuses on

ance programs.

Alan Mitchell

Alan Mitchell is Director
Materials Management for
Pottstown Hospital. He is
coming to the Board with
30+ years of experience in
his field. His day to day
responsibilities at the hos-
pital include purchasing
and management of the
storeroom, receiving and
mailroom departments. He
has worked in a similar
capacity at several other
hospitals including most
recently, the Medical Col-

lege of Philadelphia and
Mercy Health System in
Conshohocken.

Alan is a graduate of Fair-
leigh Dickinson University in
Teaneck, New Jersey.

He resides with Rita, his
wife of 32 years in Deptford,
New Jersey. They have two
daughters, Lauren, 28 and
Sarah 25 along with a
grandson Lucas, who is
one.

Lisa Lightcap

The Foundation for Potts-
town Education elected
Lisa Lightcap to their
Board of Directors. She is
coming back to the Foun-
dation Board after a two
year break.

Lisa has spent most of her
career in the banking in-
dustry working for several
local banks and currently
is a Commercial Banking
Relationship Manager at

the Pottstown Office of
Tompkins VIST Bank.
She has also served as
the Director of Administra-
tion for the Boyertown
Corp of the Salvation
Army.

Lisa and her husband,
Bob live in Pottstown. Be-
side the Foundation for
Pottstown Education,
Lisa’s community service
experiences include Home

POTTSTOWN EDUCATION NEWS

Along with his wife, he lives
in Boyertown and has 3 chil-
dren and 5 grandchildren.
Vaughn enjoys making com-
munity and business connec-

Health Care Management,
the TriCounty Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and is a
graduate of Leadership
TriCounty, Morning Star
Fellowship, the Boyertown
United Way, the Berks-
Mont Business Associate,
and the March of Dimes
Walk America.

“Alone
we can
do so

little,
together

we can
do so
much.”

Helen
Keller
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Foundation for

POTTSTOWN
EDUCATI®N

Promoting opportunities for children

230 Beech Street
Pottstown, PA 19464
610 970-6616

jrusiewicz@pottstownk|2.org

Find Us
Online

\f'

@FoundationPottstownEd.org

Twitter
@foundpted

Foundation Board
of Directors
Officers:
President:
Dr. Tracey Brown
Vice President:
Ed Edwards
Treasurer:
Scott Detar
Secretary:
Melissa Shainline

Members:
John Armato
Howard Brown
David Charles
Judy Green
Georgette Howell
Matt Kutz
Lisa Lightcap
Alan Mitchell
Danielle McCoy
Sue Ann Yocom
Vaughn Zimmerman

Superintendent of
Schools:
Voting Ex Officio:
Stephen Rodriguez

Solicitor: Stephen Kalis

Executive Director:
Joe Rusiewicz
Administrative Assistant:
Cheryl Stache

Foundation for Pottstown
Education
230 Beech Street
Pottstown, PA 19464
610 970-6616

Foundation for Pottstown
Education is a 501¢3 non-
profit organization.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS

The Foundation for Potts-
town Education is looking
for volunteers to serve on
the following committees:

Fund Development, Mar-
keting, and Pottstown Pride
Society.

Fund Development: This
is our Special Events Com-
mittee with the current ma-
jor event being the Annual
Gala during the district mu-
sical in early March. The
committee will be looking
at other events for the
coming year. Meetings are
held the third Wednesday
of the month at 3:45 in the
Administration Building.

Marketing: Committee
meetings are held on the
third Tuesday of the month

10:00 -11:00 AM at the Ad-
ministration Building. If you
have experience or inter-
ests in helping us market
our Foundation and events,
this committee is for you.
We will be working on a
quarterly newsletter, social
media including Facebook,
Twitter and Linkedin as
well as our website. This
committee will also support
our Fund Raising and Spe-
cial Events.

Pottstown Pride Society:
Whether you are an alum
of the Pottstown School
District or a member of our
local community and have
Pride in Pottstown, you are
welcome to join the soci-
ety. This committee meets

on the second Monday of
the month at 4:30 PM at the
Pottstown Health and Well-
ness Foundation Confer-
ence Room. The committee
has been instrumental in the
Go Fourth Sports Carnival
and assisted with the
Healthy Kids Day.

Other volunteer opportuni-
ties include assisting with
special events such as
those mentioned above and
our Annual Support Cam-
paign which will help raise
money to support the Foun-
dation’s efforts in promoting
greater opportunities for our
children. For further infor-
mation or to volunteer, con-
tact the Foundation Office at
610-970-6616.

POTTSTOWN EDUCATION NEWS




